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A space where art-making flourishes
 
By JOSEPH DALTON, Special to the Times Union 
First published: Sunday, June 24, 2007

Alt hou gh  it  ke eps  a rat her  l ow pro fil e, New  Yo rk  Ex pre ssi ve Art s ( fo rme rly  Gl ass  La ke St udi os)  ha s b een  a co nti nua lly  op era tin g art s s pac e i n t he

Cap ita l Reg ion  si nce  19 86.  I t h as bee n a  qu iet  p res enc e f or sev era l rea son s.

Its  lo ca tio n a t 4  Ce ntr al Av e. is in bac k o f t he  bu ild ing  an d o n t he  se con d f loo r, abo ve  th e C ent er for  Ni a and  Yo ga.

And  it 's  mo re in the  bu sin es s o f c rea tin g a rt th an sho win g i t.

"We 're  a bou t t he pro ces s o f art , t hou gh we do ma ke fin ish ed art ," sa ys dir ect or Den ie Wh ale n. "We  pr ovi de an  en vir onm ent  (i n w hi ch)  ar t-m aki ng

is ine vit ab le. "

A 2 0-y ea r r esi den t o f A lba ny , W hal en is a r egi st ere d o ccu pat ion al th era pis t w ho rec eiv ed  tr ain ing  in  In ter mo dal  Ex pre ssi ve Art s at the  Eu rop ean

Gra dua te  Sc hoo l i n S wit zer la nd.  Sh e r ece ntl y r ep lac ed fou nde r M ark us  (n ee Geo ffr ey Sco tt ) A lex and er,  wh o m ov ed to Can ada , a lth ou gh he ret urn s

reg ula rl y t o N YEA  as  a gue st  in str uct or.

"Ou r m is sio n i s t o p rov ide  b oth  a nur tur ing  en vi ron men t a nd sen sit iv e g uid anc e f or ind iv idu als  an d g rou ps wh o w ish  to  ex plo re th e i nhe ren t v alu e

of the  a rts  in  th eir  pe rso na l a nd pro fes sio nal  l ive s. We pla ce the  p owe r o f t he art s a nd  ar t-m aki ng at the  c ent er of hum an exi st enc e,"  Wh ale n s ays .

A v isi t t o NYE A i s l ike  ta ki ng a d ip in a c alm  p ool  af ter  fl eei ng th e n ois e a nd hus tle  o f C ent ral  Av enu e. Th e p lac e i s d eco rat ed  in  so oth ing  ea rth

ton es an d t wo sma ll fro nt g a lle rie s a re ded ica te d t o s how ing  ar t, mo st of whi ch was  cr ea ted  on  si te.  Th e l ar ger  ma in roo m h as se ver al cus hio ns

lai d a bo ut in a c irc le,  wi th  dr ums  an d o the r s ma ll per cus sio n i nst ru men ts sca tte red  ar ou nd.  Th is is whe re gr oup s u sua lly  be gin  a  se ssi on wit h

Wha len , bef ore  go ing  in to th e b ack  wo rkr oom s, wh ich  ar e f ill ed wit h all  ma nne r o f a rt su ppl ies .

NYE A i s a h ome  fo r c rea tiv e dis cip lin es oth er th an vis ual  ar t, but  t he emp has is see ms to  be  on  pa int ing , a nd  us ual ly wit h t emp er a p ain ts -- the

sam e k in d t hat  gr ade  sc hoo l chi ldr en use , " exc ep t w e b uy the m i n b ig  ju gs, " s ays  Wh ale n.  "I t's  no t e xpe nsi ve  an d p rec iou s. It fr ees  cr eat ivi ty,  an d

we' re al way s s urp ris ed by th e w ond erf ul art  th at  ar riv es. "

A v ari et y o f w ork sho ps are  o ffe red  th rou gh NYE A,  in clu din g a n e igh t- mon th tra ini ng pro gr am in exp res siv e a rt s, as wel l a s p ain ti ng cla sse s f or

adu lts  a nd pri vat e c oac hin g ses sio ns.  "O ur emp ha sis  is  on  lo w s kil ls  bu t h igh  se nsi tiv it y,"  sa ys Wha len . " I don 't tea ch tec hni qu es,  bu t I  ca n f ree  u p

peo ple ' stu ckn ess ."

Spe cia l pro gra ms are  al so gi ven  to  cl ien ts of Ne xt Ste p, a w ome n's  r eco ver y p rog ram , a nd  th e C lea rvi ew Cen te r f or men tal ly cha ll eng ed adu lts . B oth

fac ili tie s dis pla y a rtw ork  m ade  by  th eir  cl ien ts  at  NY EA.

Sin ce th e a dve nt of Fir st Fr ida ys,  NY EA has  be en  sh owi ng mor e o f i ts  ar t t o t he pub lic . Loo k f or dis pla ys in  th e a tri um of the ir  bu ild ing  as  we ll as

fut ure  o pen ing s u pst air s i n the  ga lle ry pro per .

For  mo re  in for mat ion , c all  4 34- 241 2 o r v isi t h tt p:/ /ww w.n ewy ork exp re ssi vea rts .co m.

The  ma yo r's  ot her  li fe

Amo ng th e 4 2 l ist ing s o f a rt  op eni ngs  an d o the r hap pen ing s f or the  m ost  re cen t T roy  Ni gh t O ut on May  25 , t he re was  a not ewo rth y ann oun cem ent

of "ar t b y our  Ma yor  Ha rry  T utu nji an"  at  Fr anc es ca' s C afe . T he fiv e- yea r-o ld eat ery  at  4 61 Bro adw ay is own ed  an d o per ate d b y T ut unj ian 's wif e

and  us ua lly  on ly ser ves  br ea kfa st and  lu nch . A  s tro ll to the  pl ace  t hat  Fr ida y n igh t l ed  to  a dar k a nd clo se d f aci lit y.

Tro y N ig ht Out  or gan ize r K ar en Sch les ing er adm it s t hat  sh e d id not  c onf irm  th e l ist ing  b ut dec ide d t o i ncl ud e i t r ath er tha n r is k o ffe ndi ng Cit y

Hal l. Fr anc esc a T utu nji an sa ys she  ha d e ver y i nt ent ion  of  be ing  op en , b ut fam ily  du tie s cal led  --  he r s ist er  ha d j ust  de liv ere d a b aby .

As for  t he may or' s a rt,  it 's  on  pe rma nen t d isp la y a t F ran ces ca' s. If  yo u'v e h ad a m eal  t her e, you  ma y h ave  e ven  sa t o n s ome  of  i t.

Pri or to  hi s e lec tio n f our  y ear s a go,  Tu tun jia n ran  an  au to bod y r ep air  sh op.  In  hi s s pa re tim e, he mad e s om e c rea tiv e f urn ish in gs out  of  ca r p art s.

A b oot h at Fra nce sca 's use s his  "C adi lla c C ouc h, " i n w hic h t he tru nk  of  a vin tag e C add y is rep lac ed wit h t wo  vi nyl  au to sea ts.  T her e's  al so a f loo r

lam p m ad e o f a  ta ilp ipe  an d an ove rsi zed  de sk la mp mad e f rom  a fen de r. Han gin g i n o ne of  th e w ind ows  is  an  a bst rac t p ain tin g o n gla ss,  al so

mad e b y the  ma yor .

"He 's ve ry cre ati ve,  bu t u nf ort una tel y d oes n't  h ave  a lot  of  ti me fo r t hat  an ymo re, " s ay s T roy 's fir st lad y.

The  ne xt  Tr oy Nig ht Out  is  F rid ay,  Ju ne 30.

Was hin gt on Cou nty  ev ent s
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The re' s mor e t han  fa rmi ng go ing  on  th ese  da ys in  Wa shi ngt on Cou nty . Her e a re a f ew vis ua l a rt hap pen ing s t o che ck out  on  yo ur ne xt cou ntr y

dri ve:

*Th e a nn ual  Op en Stu dio s W ee ken d r uns  Ju ly 21- 22  an d f eat ure s 1 2 a rt ist s. The  pa int ers  i ncl ude  Jo an Duf f-B oh rer , L esl ie Ann e P ec k, and  Vi rgi nia

McN eic e,  an d s cul pto rs Ser en a K ova los ky and  Gy ul a V aro sy.  Mo st of th e s ite s a re in Gre en wic h a nd Cam bri dge . For  mo re inf orm ati on  go  to :

htt p:/ /w ww. ope nst udi osw ash in gto nco unt y.c om.

*Th e N or th Mai n G all ery  in  S ale m, for mer ly kno wn  as  22 0 A rts , h as a sum mer -lo ng sho w b y Don a A nn McA dam s t it led  "T he Yea r o f t he  Ho rse :

Pho tog ra phs  fr om the  Ba rn an d t he Mee t."  Fo r m or e i nfo rma tio n v isi t:  ht tp: //w ww. art ins al em. com .

*"W hat  d o y ou val ue in Sou th ern  Wa shi ngt on Cou nt y" is the  na me of a pho to exh ibi tio n, sp ons ore d b y t he Gre en wic h C iti zen 's Com mi tte e, on

dis pla y in the  Gr een wic h F re e L ibr ary , 1 48 Mai n St.  Ca ll 692 -71 57 fo r i nfo rma tio n.

*Sa lem  A rt Wor ks,  th e f orm er -fa rm- tur ned -ar tis ts  co lon y, has  is sue d a h and som e c ata log  o utl ini ng its  su mme r pro gra ms and  re vie wi ng som e o f

its  pa st ac tiv iti es.  To  re qu est  a cop y, cal l 8 54 -76 74.

Jos eph  D alt on is a l oca l f re ela nce  wr ite r w ho co ntr ibu tes  re gul arl y to the  Ti mes  Un ion .
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